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Berlin congress we should immediately in every case sup-
port and carry through the Russian interpretation as op-
posed to that of Austria and England, and especially with-
out any preliminary understanding between Berlin and St.
Petersburg. The demand which I at first only indicated,
but afterwards unequivocally expressed, that Russia should
tell us confidentially, but plainly, her wishes, so that they
might be discussed, was evaded, and I had the impression
that Prince Gortchakoff expected from me, as a lady from
her admirer, that I should guess at and represent the Rus-
sian wishes without Russia having herself to utter them,
and thereby to undertake any responsibility. Even in
cases where we could assume that we were completely cer-
tain of Russian interests and intentions, and where we
believed ourselves able to give a voluntary proof of our
friendship towards the Russian policy without injuring
our own interests, instead of the expected acknowledg-
ment we received a grumbling disapproval, because, as it
was alleged, in aim and degree, we had not met the ex-                  J

pectations of our Russian friends.    Even when that was                  j

undoubtedly the case, we had no better success.    In the                  j

whole proceeding lay a calculated dishonesty, not only
towards us, but towards the Emperor Alexander, to whose
mind the German policy was to be made to appear dis-                  j

honest and untrustworthy.    ' Votre amiti6 est trop plato-                  l

nique/ said reproachfully the Empress  Marie to one of                 {

our representatives.    It is true that the friendship of the                 f

cabinet of one Great Power for the others always remains                 )

Platonic to a certain point;  for no Great Power can place                 >

itself exclusively at the service of another. It will always
have to keep in view not only existing, but future, rela-
tions to the others, and must, as far as possible, avoid                  cj